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any reason to fear " the swords of Antony/7 But he had come to be known to all the men who were round the Duke of York as the first English soldier of his time. To them he wrote with absolute frankness of the mistakes made by Ministers. He pointed out with unanswerable logic, and more often than not with the force given by prediction beforehand, how certain consequences must follow from certain premises.
Most fatal result of all; this logic, these predictions not only reached the Duke of York, but they reached the King. They therefore tended to affect the careers of particular Ministers. After Moore's death Castle-reagh's letters to the King are almost pathetic in their anxiety to show that he personally had neglected nothing for the supply of Moore's army. Was it not natural then that these Ministers should have desired to substitute for this strong, clear-sighted, blunt-spoken man, whose words carried such weight with their master, and were sure to reach him, anybody else they could get who might have a chance of success.
The fact that Castlereagh and Canning were always sparring and tending always towards the quarrel that ended with a duel, made the case as regards Moore all the stronger. Both of them agreed in dreading him. His exposure of the recklessness with which the Swedish expedition had been despatched had touched both of them alike in their tenderest point.
Moore, though there had been no sacrifice that he had not been ready to make throughout life for the sake of perfecting himself for the right command of an army, was not ready to make the smallest sacrifice of his own self-respect for the sake of having a command conferred on him, any more than, as he had showed at .Feirol, in Sicily, and in Sweden, he was ready to exposeevery arrangement being made for my departure, and the wind fair, I took my leave of Sir James Saumarez this morning and sailed with the troops on our return to England.
